
BRMC GUEST NEWS – June 2013 

Local Ride Activities 

British Columbia:   Vancouver Island – Members and other riders meet Sundays at 10:30 
          at Moka House Coffee,  Cook St. Village, 345 Cook Street, Victoria, BC           

Seattle:           June 2 – Planned Day ride 9:00 - Patty’s Eggnest, 2310 Hwy 530, Arlington, WA    
       June 19 – Meet and Greet, 7 PM Cuff 

Portland:           June 4– Meet and Greet, 7 PM Portland Eagle, meeting and event planning 
       June 9 – Breakfast and Day ride  

 
Victoria Day Weekend Camp 
 
A great big thank you to everyone who worked so hard on making our 44th Annual Victoria Day Weekend Run such a 
success.  It takes a lot to make this happen each year and when members (and guests) help out the weekend goes so 
much more smoothly.   

We had about 35 people come in early on Thursday this year – occupying the “individual” campsites and ensuring our 
privacy for the weekend.  Jim and Fred had hot dogs for us that evening, and the coffee and muffins in the morning 
were most welcomed.   

More people arrived on Friday and helped unload the truck and set up camp.  The new configuration of Pine Flats 
actually made for better kitchen and food tent placement.  I think we all also appreciated the level road which made 
access in and out much safer. 

Although a few people had to cancel we ended up 
with 92 people over the weekend.   

Mark and John came from San Diego, flying north and 
renting bikes.  Shane rode all the way from Twin Falls, 
Idaho. 

And speaking of twins…. 

 

 

 

The weather really cooperated, 
with a generally warm and dry 
weekend and great riding 
conditions for the Saturday day 
rides.   

Thanks to Kerry and Randy for 
leading two rides that received 
high compliments.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Saturday evening events began with the 
efficient club meeting, followed by dinner 
which was the “grill your own” steak meal, 
with lots of delicious accompaniments.    

 

The cake was a hit and vanished in minutes.  Thanks Roy – make two next year – as 
well as more cookies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always the social time around the campfire and during 
meals gives members and guests a chance to get to know 
each other, talk about their rides, and share experiences. 



After dark we reviewed the proposed campsites for 2014 so members could vote – and then watched Andrew’s great 
video summarizing our rides of 2012.  Don’t forget to get all your photos and videos to him over the summer.  You can 
bring your camera, phone, memory cards, or CDs to any meeting or send files to pictures@borderriders.com  

The campfire activities last into the night – too late for some people I guess – who 
sleep in a bit on Sunday morning 
before a great breakfast.   

Each year we also honor our 
fallen brother riders.  We were 
fortunate that we did not lose a 
member this year, but we did take 
the opportunity to move the 
plaques from our previous 
memorial tree to a somewhat 

more private place.  Thanks Tom for leading that effort. 

Now it is time to pack up most of the camp before about two-thirds of 
the riders leave for home.  Again, with everyone helping this goes 
quickly. 

 

About 25 people stayed, and we did a short 
ride Sunday afternoon to Entiat Falls.   

 

 

Later in the evening we made a great meal of the leftovers of the 
weekend. 

Monday was final pack up, yet another dump run, and a complete policing of the campsite.   

We have a tradition of leaving Pine Flats better than when we arrived 
and this year was no exception.   

Our report from the Forest Service was “I can’t believe you had 90 
people up there and the place looks like no one spent the weekend.  
We really appreciate the way you take care of the facilities and will be 
glad to have you back next year.” 

Again, thanks to all for keeping the place clean. 
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We welcome your comments and suggestions for the future.  Here is some of the feedback we have already received: 

• Wonderful weekend and am proud to belong to a group that could be in such close quarters as we were and still 
kept the place that great 

• Amazing kitchen prep and execution.  Loved the details of safety, such as hand washing station and gloves for 
cooks. I'd say the outfit was better outfitted and operated than the cafe here at work.  Great food offerings.  
Nicely prepared. 

• You all do an awesome job and I'm glad you allow me to be a guest. Couldn't make it better. So much 
appreciation for all the effort. I really enjoy the group. 

• I liked the idea of keeping the campfire to a reasonable size, made it much easier for everyone to get near to 
and I was quite surprised at how well the grill worked when set over the new fire ring.  

• I would like to see some more organized recycling going on, perhaps separate colored bags for cans and water 
bottles, to distinguish them from the general garbage bags 

• The only thing I could think of recommending is that there be a designated smoking area that is preferably 
downwind of us non-smokers. 

• In addition to the guest badges I would like to suggest that we provide color coded name badges for members 
with their year or initial membership on them.  

We have lots more going on this summer and hope to see you attend as many as possible.  Ride safely. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



From the handlebars of the President 
 
The 44th Victoria Day Weekend was remarkable!  We broke another record with over 90 guys in attendance.  It was 
good to see guys we haven’t seen in a long time as well as the many new faces!  It was especially a treat to have one of 
our charter members, Roy Sherill, there with us!  Roy even helped out in the camp kitchen preparing and serving dinner; 
what a guy!  And Andrew Mathewson, BRMC Videographer, provided an excellent fun video reminding us of last year’s 
adventures and why we continue riding together.   

Many of you expressed your gratitude and appreciation for all the work that went into putting on this major event.  Many 
helped, but I want to especially thank the guys that helped to make sure Victoria Day weekend was a success.  Jeff 
Booth, Dave Eckert, Jack Osterberg, and Dusty Evers were primarily the strategic and logistics team that ensured a 
smooth operation, a huge “Thank You” to you boys!  Thank you also to Andy Hahn for travelling up to Vancouver to 
deliver the run gifts to be embroidered and the loading responsibilities for the return trip to Seattle.  To the guys who 
helped with the loading, shopping, and unloading in Seattle, “Thank you.”  Also, a thank you to Uncle Roy and Randy for 
another successful year providing great food as our camp cooks…again, thank you.   

Next month, we will be traveling up to Shuwshap, BC.  If you’re travelling from a farther distance, we have some 
members near the border that may be able to put you up for the night.  Hopefully, by being in a more arid climate, the 
weather will be cooperative and provide great camping and riding conditions.  The Coquihalla highway is one of my 
favorites.  The scenery is spectacular and gorgeous; kind of reminds me of the beautiful scenery from Brokeback 
Mountain, very awe inspiring.  Regardless, this will be a wonderful adventure for anyone who comes along. 

I look forward to seeing you next month.  ‘Cause without you, it’s just not the same ; {D 

 
June Camping Run Information  
 
June 14-16, 2013   -  Our June camp is in beautiful British Columbia on the 
shores of Shuswap Lake.  Our group site has a picnic shelter and there are flush 
toilets and free showers.  The lake is known for its warm temperatures so bring a 
bathing suit and extra towel.  A variety of day rides on Saturday will be capped off 
by the club meeting and a group dinner.  Registration is available on the website 
at www.borderriders.com and will close on Wednesday June 12 at 9 PM.   

The run fee is $55 for guests and that includes the Saturday night meal.  Upon 
registration you will receive an informational email with complete directions and 
other useful information.  Information about group rides to camp and support 
vehicles will be sent about a week before camp.   

This is a motorcycle-only run. Please contact the road captain if you need to come by car.  

 
Other Camping Runs for 2013  
 
July 19-21  Bear Hollow Park near Fossil, OR 
August 16-18  Goldstream Park near Victoria, BC   
September 20-22 Kanaskat-Palmer State Park near Enumclaw, WA 
October 8-17  Queer Biker Invasion of Death Valley – via San Francisco 
   This ride to Death Valley requires making and paying for two motel reservations before June.   

Reservations may be cancelled for a refund, but need to be made or there will not be any inexpensive 
rooms available.  Detailed trip information is available. 

October 25-27  Silver Falls State Park near Silverton, OR  (FOURTH weekend of the month) 
This is an all-vehicle event and all food will be catered in.  If the weather is good there are great places 
to ride, if not there are fun hikes among the waterfalls.  Last year was a great success – just ask 
someone who attended. 

You can find more information about all these rides at  http://www.borderriders.com/runs.html 

 
 
 

http://www.borderriders.com/
http://www.borderriders.com/runs.html


Member Contribution 

Luke Bryant is a BRMC Honorary Member, who started with the Club in 1988.  He currently resides in Australia and 
sent us this article.  It is great to hear from those people who helped start the club and provide the traditions that we 
carry on today. 
 
 
 
POLICE ENCOUNTERS - IN A DIVERSE COMMUNITY 

A Police Officer asked, “Why are you gay?” 
I returned the question. 
“Why are you straight?” 
Respectfully, he replied, “Its normal!” 
Calmly, I responded, “Gay is normal for me too.” 
 
 Luke Bryant,  a volunteer in the Diversity Training Program at the 
Victoria Police Academy, seen here in discussion with Senior 
Sergeant Scott Davies, Victoria Police Centre for Ethics.  
 
 
 
 
The appointed of regional Gay and Lesbian Liaison Officers, (GLLO's) in each of Victoria's five policing regions in April 
2003, gave assuredly to our community that police adequately addressed issues affecting the total gay neighbourhoods 
across Victoria.  Their mission statement is to contribute to the creation of mutual trust between police and the gay 
community, so that we have increasing confidence in police through the provision of a fair and equitable policing 
service. Today there are more than 130 GLLO’s throughout the State to advise or listen to us. 

 
In 2009 Victoria Police added “Contemporary Policing” to their Recruit 
Training Course at the Victoria Police Academy to provide an 
additional background in today’s policing by continuing to examine the 
role of police in a democratic, diverse community. 
 
A variety of skilled instructional sessions includes ethics, cultural 
competency and human rights. The training program includes the Gay 
and Lesbian Advisory Unit, where an important session called 
Community Encounters, a 2 to 3 hour conference between individual 
members of Victoria’s diverse community interact with Police recruits 
on a voluntary basis in a formalized setting at the Academy. An 
Instructor, Sergeant Scott Davies had previously informed the 
recruits not to ask what Group, if any, the volunteers represented, but 

only to practice their questioning abilities in the time prior to working as sworn officers in a society of vast ethnic and 
cultural differences. The recruits had also been instructed to prepare a written biography of each of the community 
volunteers following their questioning. 
 
As one of the volunteers available, I sit down with 4-6 recruits at each table over a 15 minute period for a very detailed 
investigation of my professional and social experiences. 
 
This impressive training course is unique in Australian policing by giving future police officers the opportunity to learn a 
great deal about persons living in a very diverse community, including those of the writer, a Law abiding gay citizen.  
 
Of the many questions recruits ask, one in particular should be of interest - and concern to the Gay community in 
general. “Are gay adults in general sexually attracted to children, and do you think juveniles are at greater risk of 
molestation from gay men?”  
  
In my response, I refer to work by Dr. A. Nicholas Groth, an American clinical psychologist that published in 1982,  
“There is no reason to believe so. The research to date all points to there being no significant relationship between a 
homosexual lifestyle and child molestation. There appears to be practically no reportage of sexual molestation of girls 
by lesbian adults, and the adult male who sexually molests young boys is not likely to be homosexual”.  I continued, 
“Sadly, when child molestation is suspected or known and reported to the relevant employer, for past decades various 



private, State or religious organizations, have consistently responded, “If that happened, we’ll deal with those 
ourselves.”   
 
In many cases their “dealings” resulted in criminal perpetrators being silently shifted to a different location. That action 
was not - is not a defensible resolution. The correct procedure is a Police response.  
 
Recently in Australia, the Federal Government followed Victorian and NSW Police by establishing a Royal Commission, 
a major formal public inquiry with all-encompassing powers of investigation into thousands of complaints against 
hundreds of perpetrators of this repulsive criminal activity, that in May 2013 was finally acknowledged by the Victorian 
Roman Catholic Archbishop, Denis Hart, “...as being covered up for past decades.”    
   
However, Dr. A. Nicholas Groth’s statement, “Not likely to be homosexual” perhaps raises serious questions gay male 
communities may need to re-examine in their Rules of Membership, where currently those Rules may only announce,  
“All men who identify as gay or bisexual men are eligible for Membership”. If the above “Membership requirement” sums 
up what may now exist, the Constitution and Rules of responsible nationwide gay organizations may need to be 
improved to include Membership suspension of accused pedophiles, or Membership termination if convicted. 
 
With gay rights/marriage and more on our agenda, the increasing acceptance of gay and lesbian citizens by the 
heterosexual community can be enhanced by a reassessment of the Constitutional Rules of Gay Men’s organizations. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_inquiry


 
Member Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On May 5 Seattle riders did breakfast in Fife and a day ride to Ocean Shores.  
Thanks to Dale for organizing this event.   

The next day ride is planned for June 2 departing from Patty’s Eggnest, 2310 
Hwy 530, Arlington, WA  at 9 AM and doing a loop ride back to that point. 

 

 

Portland area riders enjoyed the great weather with 
several rides, including a Tillamook loop and a ride to 
Detroit Lake for lunch. 

In addition to their monthly day rides they are also 
planning a white water rafting trip to Maupin August 9-
10.  They still have space available for anyone to join in. 

Dave E and Scott H took a 
detour coming home from 
Victoria Day to check on the 
arrangements for the July run 
in Fossil, OR.  It was a 500 
mile day, but with some great 
rides.  There are a lot of great 
day rides planned. The sport 
bikers will enjoy the ride from 
Fossil to Antelope which is about 35 miles of twists. 

By the way, you will also find some photos of local Border Rider events on the Facebook page. 

 

Contributions 

Trip plans, day rides, other member news?   

As the weather improves and you get out riding send some photos and tell us about what you did.  We would love to 
add it to the newsletter. 



 
How to become a Border Rider member 
 
The Border Riders Motorcycle club is the largest and one of the oldest gay motorcycle clubs in North America.  Founded 
in 1969 it currently has over 70 members primarily from Washington, Oregon, and British Columbia.  The club provides 
social and educational opportunities for our members and guests interested in recreational motorcycle touring. Our 
diverse, international membership is composed of both seasoned riders and beginners, and we come from all walks of 
life and professions. 

We also accept all types of bikes. Our members ride a variety of makes and models ranging from sport to touring 
motorcycles, and we welcome any motorcycle capable of sustained highway speeds. This is about riding and group 
camaraderie rather than motorcycle brand. The commonality that binds us is the love of motorcycling and the enjoyment 
that comes from touring some of the best roads for motorcycling in Canada and the USA—all in a spirit of friendship and 
safety. 
 
In the off season, we do monthly meeting and look for social activities to keep people involved. These meeting are open 
to members and invited guests. 

We are happy to have guests ride with us as often as they want.  Many riders cannot commit to the time and expense of 
attending most of the monthly events – summer and winter.  We encourage guests to participate in any way that makes 
sense for them. 

If you are able to really participate in the club we encourage you to consider becoming a member.  Riders who have 
ridden with the club for a year may be sponsored by a member.  Ask any member about the responsibilities of being a 
member and if they would be willing to sponsor you.  Your sponsor will work with you to submit a photo and short bio 
which will be posted on our private website.  Members will be informed of your desire to be a member and you are 
encouraged to be sure that other members get to know you.  At our general meeting in January club members vote 
privately on prospective members.  Accepted members receive their colors at a ceremony at our annual Banquet in 
February. 

 

 

 
 

 


