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Welcome! 
The Border Riders Motorcycle Club (BRMC) is an organized group of guys who like to ride and 
camp.  Our membership spans the Pacific Northwest, with the greatest participation in Portland, 
Seattle, and Vancouver B.C.  We have one of the largest memberships of gay clubs in North 
America, and welcome like-minded guests to join us on our monthly club events and local 
activities during the riding months.  Check the main page of the website at www.borderriders.com 
for additional information.   

Anniversary Banquet Recap 
Another great year was celebrated at the annual anniversary banquet.  Each year, the BRMC 
recognizes the achievements of our members and looks ahead to the new riding season.  This 
year, the banquet was held at the fabulous Mayflower Park Hotel in downtown Seattle.  Our 
thanks go out to Kerry Kozuki who organized the event, even though he was actually not able to 
attend this year.   
Members and guests arrived early for social time and were entertained by a moving slideshow of 
last year’s rides and events on the huge 100-inch LCD display screen the hotel provided with the 
room.  In all, 43 people were in attendance, filling the room and devouring the delicious and tasty 
dishes the hotel catering staff provided with an open bar and a comp glass of champagne.  
After dinner, out-going president Dan Sweer give the opening greetings and lead in both the 
national anthems of the United States and Canada.   Dan then gave a moving and very personal 
farewell speech ending his year as president, then introduced our new president, Jeff Connor.  
The recognitions and awards were announced by Dan. 
We formally welcomed our new members this year.  Dave Beach, Stan Christiansen and Alan 
Hummel are returning members, and Joe Collins is a new member. 
The high mileage award went to Richard Ammons, and rider of the year went to Dave Jackson for 
his work with the photography/video/newsletter contributions (and he didn’t crash). 
The service awards were recognized for 5 years: Randy Tjaden and Jeremy Wyatt; 10 years: Don 
Wilcox, Jack Osterberg, and David Failing; 15 years: Scott Grimes; 20 years: Peter Loewen; and 
25 years: Ron Lowe. 
A special recognition was given to Roy Chase (aka Uncle Roy) for 15 years of cooking for the 
group at the Victoria Day campout.  The award was accepted along with his partner Randy 
Athertonn.  Roy’s contribution and organization to the kitchen was first class all the way.  He will 
be sorely missed. 
The meeting was wrapped up with a 20 minute year in review video made by Dave Jackson, and 
the group photo was taken along with a number of other formal shots of past office holders and 
members.  These are available on the BRMC website for your enjoyment. 
 

http://www.borderriders.com/
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Our New Members 

   
Stan Christiansen and Alan Hummel Dave Beach Joe Collins 

2017 Board Members 

 
We welcome our newly elected board members for 2017.  These guys have really stepped up to 
the plate to keep this club running smoothly.  Please give them your full support in keeping the 
club alive and thriving into the future. 
Pictured (left to right) are: Mark Brayford - Ride Captain; Jeff Connor - President; Dan Sweer - 
Vice President; John Dunn - Secretary; Richard Ammons - Treasurer 
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Service Award Members 

   
5 yr - Randy Tjaden, 5 yr - Jeremy Wyatt 15 yr Scott Grimes 

  

Remember, but could not 
attend were: 
 
10 yr - David Failing, 
20 yr - Peter Lowen 
25 yr - Ron Lowe 

10 yr - Don Wilcox 10 yr - Jack Osterburg  
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Richard Ammons - High Mileage Award Dave Jackson (right) - Rider of the Year 

  
Roy Chase (with Randy Eatherton) 15 years of cooking for Victoria Day Campout 

  
. 



Border Riders Newsletter 

Page 5 

  

  

  



Border Riders Newsletter 

Page 6 

  
 
 

 

BRMC 2017 Anniversary Banquet 
Mayflower Park Hotel, Seattle, Washington 
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Road Captain Rumblings 
Greetings fellow bikers, 
First, I want to congratulate all of our new members!  It’s awesome to have our brothers back and 
some new blood.   I also want to give a special shout out and thank you to Dave Jackson, our 
Rider of the Year winner.  You have taken on some incredibly arduous tasks in your first year as a 
member and really deserve the award. 
Now that our riding season is almost here, I’m starting work on the details of the runs this year.  
Saying that, I’m going to solicit suggestions from members, guests and friends alike.  Please let 
me know if you have any ideas for day rides or suggestions for an extended ride after a run.  I 
really want everyone’s help with this.   
Please forward any ideas to captain@borderriders.com 
Hope to see a lot of members on runs this year and a lot of guests too.  I had a great time last 
year with everyone and am looking forward to another great year with my brothers and friends. 
Mark Brayford 
Road Captain 201 

President’s Corner 
I can’t believe that February is already over and we are into March.  That means spring is not very 
far off and with it the kickoff to our riding and camping season.  Victoria Day is May 19th through 
the 22nd.  Officially the campout is Friday through Monday morning but over the years the 
weekend has morphed into including Thursday.   Be sure to mark your calendars, request your 
vacation time and be at Victoria Day this year.  I am looking forward to a great year of riding, 
camping and spending time with friends, both new and old. 
I would like to thank those that served on the board this past year.  We started the year off with 
Dave Eckert being elected to his second term as President but with his move to Palm Springs, 
Dan Sweer stepped up from Vice President to fill the shoes of President.   In August Kerry Kosuki 
agreed to become Vice President.  Rounding out the year were John Dunn as Secretary and Mark 
Brayford as Road Captain.  I served my second year as club Treasurer.  During the year Dave 
Jackson took on the duties of the newsletter as well as the club videographer/photographer.  Also, 
Terry Bartlett volunteered to take on the duties of webmaster.   
I would like to thank the board members for volunteering to serve the club in 2017.  We didn’t 
have much turnover on the board so you will still be seeing familiar faces.   
As most of you are aware we had four members join our ranks this year.  Joe Collins is a new 
member and Stan Christiansen, Alan Hummel and Dave Beach are returning to the membership 
ranks of the club.  It is great to have all of them join the club.  Two members chose not to renew 
their membership and have turned in their colors.  Jim Wolf and Fred Pfaff both decided it was 
time to resign from the club.  They will be missed but hopefully will continue to join us as guests. 
We had a great turnout for our Anniversary Banquet on February 18th.  We had 43 members and 
guests in attendance.  The hospitality of the staff at the Mayflower Park Hotel was exceptional.  I 
think that Patrick, Justin and Rune had almost as much fun as the rest of us.  The hotel reported 

mailto:captain@borderriders.com
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that we were a great group and that the staff really had a good time and had some great stories to 
share.  I know that the three of them definitely had their fair share of admirers! 
One of my goals this year as president of the club is to re-engage our members.  The board can’t 
do it all.  We need to rely on the help of our members.  In a healthy organization the workload is 
shared among many.  Organizations tend to vary from one extreme where one or two 
members/officers do all the work to the other extreme where no one is in charge and nothing 
happens.  I would like to see a balance somewhere in the middle.  A good way to become 
involved is by becoming part of a committee.  This coming year I anticipate that everyone will have 
several opportunities to step up and be more active.  We have already formed a 50th Anniversary 
Committee with Richard Ammons as the chair.  The committee is tasked with identifying, 
researching, and recommending ways for the club to celebrate 2019 as our 50th year.  Also 
planning is getting under way for Victoria Day that is coming up in May. Dan Sweer as our Vice 
President is heading up the planning.   If you would like to be a part of either committee please 
step forward and contact one of the committee chairs.   
 
Yours, Jeff Connor, President 

In Passing 
It is with sadden hearts that we’ve learned of the sudden passing of one of our brothers and good 
friend, Randy Dearborn.   Randy passed away at his home after a brief illness.  He was 63 years 
old.  Randy moved to Portland from New Hampshire in the mid-nineties.  He was briefly a member 
of the Border Riders but decided that membership wasn’t for him.  However, he continued to 
participate in Club events and especially enjoyed Victoria Day.  Randy did a great Santa Claus 
during the holidays and was the delight of many a young child.  Randy is survived by his parents 
Dick and Georgia Dearborn in St Louis, brother Jim in Michigan, and brother Tim in Taiwan.  
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Calendar 
March  18th  Dave Jackson, Molalla, OR 
April  15th  Dan Sweer, Oakview, WA 
May  19th – 22nd  Victoria Day at Pine Flats, Entiat, WA 
June  16th – 18th  Pearrygin Lake State Park, Winthrop, WA 
July  14th – 16th  Shuswap Lake Provincial Park, Scotch Creek, BC 
August 18th – 21st  TBD – but includes the Monday for the Solar Eclipse 
September 15th – 17th  Larrabee State Park, Bellingham, WA 

February Birthdays 
We have five members with March Birthdays.  Please take a moment to wish them a great day: 
Dave Hofeld (March 9), Doug Hutchinson (March 1), Pat Thompson (March 13), Joe Collins 
(March 9), and Randy Tjaden (March 3). 

March Meeting and Registration 
Riding season is nearly upon us (we hope… if it ever stops raining and warms up).  There is lots 
of work to do for us to get ready for our Victoria Day camping weekend coming up in May.  The 
March and April meetings will be devoted to the business and planning for our upcoming events. 
Our March meeting is being hosted by Dave Jackson, out in the forest around Molalla.  This is 
Dave’s first time hosting.   
Register for the Club meeting to be held March 18, 2017. The cost is $15 for the dinner option for 
members and $18 for guests.  You can register at http://borderriders.com. Details and directions 
will be emailed to you upon registration.   
Registration closes at 9 pm on Wednesday March 14th so we can get a head count for food.  No 
refunds after close.   
Guests who do not have an account on the BRMC website should contact a member to be 
sponsored if they wish to attend the club meeting.   

Send Us Your Photos 
The website has a place for our registered members and guests to 
easily upload photos you might take on day rides or trips.  You can 
also easily upload photos directly from your smartphone.  If you 
have a large number of photos or videos let us know and we can 
provide an easier process.  You can also send photos to 
news@borderriders.com  

Contributions 

Trip plans, day rides, other member news? When you get out riding send some photos and tell us 
about what you did. We would love to add it to the newsletter.  

http://borderriders.com/
mailto:news@borderriders.com
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