
BRMC GUEST NEWS – November 2012 
 

Local Ride Activities 

British Columbia:   Vancouver Island – Members and other riders meet Sundays at 10:30 
          at Moka House Coffee  Cook St. Village, 345 Cook Street, Victoria, BC           

Seattle:           Nov 4 and December 2 – Planned Day ride 9:30, Julia’s, 300 Broadway East, (breakfast about 8 AM) 
       Nov 14 and Dec 12 – Meet and Greet, 7 PM Cuff 

Portland:           Nov 6 and Dec 4 – Meet and Greet, 7 PM Portland Eagle, meeting and event planning 
       Nov 11 and Dec 9– Breakfast and Day ride or social activity, weather dependent     

 

Recap – Silver Falls State Park 
 
Mother Nature sure killed the Indian Summer abruptly, but we had planned for that months ago when we declared the 

October run as an all-vehicle event.  The Old Ranch at Silver Falls was a 
large barn with fireplace that was perfect for a rainy weekend. It provided 
us with a kitchen to prepare food, rest rooms, bunks to throw our sleeping 
bags, and a large space to socialize.   
 
We had members and guests totaling 33 for 
the weekend, and Jorel embarrassed all the 
Portland riders by riding his bike all the way 
from Vancouver Island.   
 
Friday night people arrived and settled in. 
There were more guests than members – and 

several new guests who have not been to a BRMC event before.  Dinner of Border Riders Chili 
and salad was followed by some people watching a movie and others playing games.   

  

 
 
Saturday morning looked like it would be 
dry enough for hiking.  After a breakfast 
of sausage, eggs, fruit, and muffins 
people were able to pack up a sandwich 

lunch with fruit and snacks to carry with them.   
 
The rain was holding off as some people hiked the falls while others 
elected to stay at the ranch building. 



 
 
The “trail of ten falls” allows hikers to walk behind some of the falls.  Most of the group only did part of the trail, returning 
before a major downpour.   

 
In the late afternoon the official club meeting was held, 
followed by the group photo while it was dry and daylight.  
Another fabulous dinner was served by the “executive chef” 
Robby and his crew of kitchen volunteers.   
 
Again there were choices of watching a movie or playing 
games.  The social time around the fire went on until late in 
the evening. 
 
 
 

  
 
Sunday breakfast was followed by packing up and cleaning up.  A special thanks for all the help 
in making the ranch look better than when we arrived.  The park ranger said they would be 
happy to have us back next year – and a lot of people expressed that they would certainly 
attend if we planned something for next year. 
 
Feedback from guests: “I liked the welcoming nature of the group, connecting with others, and 
getting a glimpse of why the club exists and how it runs, makes decisions.” 
 
“If you took another choice of what to do for the weekend, you choose wrong.” 



From the handlebars of the President 
 
We have certainly come to the end of our camping season, but the October run was quite special – because it was my 
favorite.  It was great to see so many guests join us.  As we move through our winter meetings and parties, we will be 
enjoying time together as we do the planning for next season.   
 
November offers the opportunity for officer nominations and although we already have people stepping up there is still 
time to throw your hat (or helmet) into the ring.  The same is true for sponsoring new members – so if you have interested 
guests be sure to talk to them about the expectations and process for joining. 
 
December is our famous Christmas party and we would love to see a good turnout for what always is a fun time as we do 
our gift exchange. 
 
January is the annual meeting where we do our voting for new members, but we also have some proposed changes to 
bylaws and standing orders.  Watch your email for more information on these important policies and be sure to vote. 
 
As much as we all love riding - the cold and precipitation can certainly limit cycling through the winter.  A quick reminder is 
to be sure your battery is fully charged.  Even disconnected it will discharge over the winter.  If left to discharge fully it can 
freeze and crack.  Consider where your bike is parked as we move through the winter.  For those with liquid-cooled 
engines it might be wise to check the anti-freeze in your coolant.  
 

November Meeting 

The November meeting will be hosted by Sam B and Doug H in Surrey, BC.  Winter meetings are not publically listed.  As 
a guest if you wish to be invited you will need to contact a member to have them register you.  Complete meeting 
information and directions will be sent by email following registration.   
 

December Meeting  

December 15 is the date for our club meeting at Rumors near Bellingham.  This is our annual holiday party and white-
elephant gift exchange.   Please plan to bring a wrapped gift of $10 or less.  Guests who are sponsored for new 
membership are encouraged to attend so that you have additional opportunities to meet the current members.  More 
information will be available in the next newsletter. 

 

Mark Your Calendars for 2013  
 
The voting for 2013 camping locations was held during the Victoria Day Run and we have worked to reserve the locations 
which received the greatest interest.  Because the focus for 2012 was more “southern” we will be focused north for 2013 
with two runs in BC.  Mark your calendars now for these important dates: 

January  19  Cuff, Seattle -  Annual General Meeting 
February 16  Portland – Annual Banquet 
May 17-19  Victoria Day – Pine Flats Campground in Ardenvoir, WA 
June 14-16  Shuswap Lake Provincial Park near Scotch Creek, BC 
July 19-21  Bear Hollow Park near Fossil, OR 
August 16-18  Goldstream Park near Victoria, BC   
September 20-22 TBD 

We have the option of a new camping location for September at Kanaskat-Palmer State Park which is located 11 miles 
northeast of Enumclaw, Wash. in King County.  It is about 40 miles from Seattle, 175 miles from Portland, and 275 km 
from Vancouver – making it an easy trip for our closing camp weekend.  It has a covered group space, two small buildings 
with bunks, lots of tent space, showers and flush toilets, and ample parking space.  Neither this camp nor Pearrygin Lake 
can be reserved until January. 

Based on feedback from the October event we are looking at going to Silver Falls again next fall as either the October 
meeting or as a special event.  Let us know your preference. 

 



Member News 

Member Dale Conley (center) and guests Jeff Connor (right) and Paul Nixon (left) 
did a day ride to Hurricane Ridge on October 7 and sent this photo. 

 

 

Member Dave Eckert carried the 
Border Rider colors to Death 
Valley as part of the 19th annual 
“Queer Biker Invasion of Death 
Valley” on October 7th. 
 

Contributions 

Trip plans, day rides, other member news?  Please send it in to be added to the newsletter. 

 

How to become a Border Rider member 
 
The Border Riders Motorcycle club is the largest and one of the oldest gay motorcycle clubs in North America.  Founded 
in 1969 it currently has over 70 members primarily from Washington, Oregon, and British Columbia.  The club provides 
social and educational opportunities for our members and guests interested in recreational motorcycle touring. Our 
diverse, international membership is composed of both seasoned riders and beginners, and we come from all walks of life 
and professions. 

We also accept all types of bikes. Our members ride a variety of makes and models ranging from sport to touring 
motorcycles, and we welcome any motorcycle capable of sustained highway speeds. This is about riding and group 
camaraderie rather than motorcycle brand. The commonality that binds us is the love of motorcycling and the enjoyment 
that comes from touring some of the best roads for motorcycling in Canada and the USA—all in a spirit of friendship and 
safety. 
 
In the off season, we do monthly meeting and look for social activities to keep people involved. These meeting are open to 
members and invited guests. 

We are happy to have guests ride with us as often as they want.  Many riders cannot commit to the time and expense of 
attending most of the monthly events – summer and winter.  We encourage guests to participate in any way that makes 
sense for them. 

If you are able to really participate in the club we encourage you to consider becoming a member.  Riders who have 
ridden with the club for a year may be sponsored by a member.  Ask any member about the responsibilities of being a 
member and if they would be willing to sponsor you.  Your sponsor will work with you to submit a photo and short bio 
which will be posted on our private website.  Members will be informed of your desire to be a member and you are 
encouraged to be sure that other members get to know you.  At our general meeting in January club members vote 
privately on prospective members.  Accepted members receive their colors at a ceremony at our annual Banquet in 
February. 

 



 

 
 

 


