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From the Handlebars of the President 
Dear Brothers, 

We are at the end of another incredible riding season, an entire season of full moon runs and 
bunches of new stories to tell. Our first run was to Enterprise. A few of us started out in Yakima on 
Thursday then on to Clarkston heading toward Enterprise from the North and that ride was all the 
ride I needed, which is just as well because I spent most of Saturday helping Jeff B get situated 
with his broken leg and welcoming him to the downer club. I was glad to be of service and I'm 
thankful we had such great hosts at the campground to help us out. I will definitely go back again.  

July's run was to Lake Sylvia. It's a beautiful place and I had no idea it was right in my own 
backyard and the riding was pretty awesome as well. Unfortunately due to a temperamental knee I 
was unable to camp and had to miss out on all the fireside festivities. I heard it was a good time. I 
would definitely go there again.  

The August run was to Manning Park in British Columbia and again another great campsite, plenty 
of room, good facilities, easy lake access and skinny-dipping. Our only dining option was at the 
park itself but the food was good and the breakfast servings were fast because of the well-stocked 
buffet. And although riding options were more limited, the amenities more than made up for it for 
me. It was also the first board meeting with Kerry as vice president.  I want to publicly welcome 
him to the team. He had a lot of great input and that has been very helpful to me as I move along 
my fairly steep learning curve.  

And while I'm at it I want to thank Jeff C for all the time he spends every month to make sure the 
bills are paid, the income is accounted for, and ensuring that the registration process goes as it 
should. This club can't function without people like him.  And I want to thank Mark B for all the time 
and energy he puts into his job as Road Captain.  Both of these men play crucial roles in our 
organization as they are responsible for the day-to-day functioning of the club.  They are 
dedicated to doing their jobs well, and since I became president I've gained a much deeper 
appreciation for what they do.  

I also want to thank John and Kerry for helping me become better at my job. I think we have a 
very strong board (except for that president guy) and we are well positioned to moving forward 
and preparing for the 50th anniversary of the BRMC. I also want to point out that this is the first 
newsletter coming from the Dave Jackson press.  I want to thank him for stepping into this role, 
and although it's not as crucial for day-to-day running of the club, is one of the ways that the club 
records its history as well as keeping members informed.  Thanks Dave.  And, also thanks to 
Terry B for taking over the running of the website. This too is an important task that needs 
constant attention and dedication, and I appreciate that. I want the membership to know that these 
are not thankless jobs so please be sure to thank them.  

Now I'll just kick that soapbox out of the way and get back to the run recap. The final run of the 
season was September at Potholes State Park.  And speaking of potholes, it was great seeing 
you all again. It was also Jeff B's triumphant return to the vertical, and although he strapped doors 
and a roof rack to his motorcycle, it was good to see him back (even if it had training wheels). 
Welcome home buddy.  

And speaking of buddies I can't help but notice the level of closeness that has shown up at the 
runs this year. Men hanging around by the fire in physical contact, laughing and telling stories 
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surely warms my heart and I'm glad I got to share those moments with all of you.  After all, the 
club is at its essence, those of us that show up and ride and share and laugh and live. Thanks to 
all of you that showed up this summer, you make the club what it is and I am humbled and 
honored to have played my small part to help make this happen for everyone.  

For all the members that have not participated in the club activities in a while we miss you and 
would appreciate your participation in the planning and execution of our 50th anniversary season. 
This is a significant milestone for the club particularly one like ours that has survived 50 years of 
evolution. The club will never be what it once was, and that will always be the case, but it will 
always be what we make it and I want to thank all of you that showed up this year for making the 
club what it is. 

Most humbly, Dan Sweer Pres. BRMC 

Road Captain Rumblings 
What a great summer of camping we have had!  Well, it was wet and windy a few times, but as 
long as I get to hang out with my brothers, I’m happy.  September run was a blast, who would 
have thought that with a name like Potholes State Park that it would be an awesome site for 
camping!  Great space, close gas, restaurant, convenience store and an ice cream shop!  Thank 
you Randy Weisheit for being my Buddy.  

This summer was one of first times also, three of the runs were to places we have not been to and 
they were all great: Lake Sylvia, Manning Park and Potholes.  Everyone who attended agreed that 
we should go back sometime. 

We also had several first time guests this year, which is always fun.  I would like to thank 
everyone for making the guests, especially the first timers, welcome.  They will be back next year 
to join us. 

I’m working on 2017 runs (still).  It’s a lot of work and I’m still waiting for the reservations windows 
to open for some of the spaces.  So far, we will be at Pearyygin Lake State Park WA in June and 
Shuswap Lake Provincial Park BC in July.  For the August Run, I’m going to make sure that we 
are close to the total eclipse of the sun as it will happen on the Monday after our regular camping 
weekend at about 10am (August 21st).  We will either be right under the eclipse or close enough 
that a short ride will put us in the path.  I’m even thinking about have the group stay at my house 
as I’m very close to the centerline of the eclipse; 2 minutes of totality!  Stay tuned for more details. 

Speaking of reservations for group campgrounds; I mention from time to time, that it’s getting 
harder to find sites for the runs.  There is a shortage of group campsites and a lot of groups 
waiting to grab them up.  Both Oregon and Washington have initiated steep penalties for groups 
that grab more nights than they want in order to get the weekend they need, only to later cancel 
the nights they don’t want.  This means that it will be harder for the Club to get sites since we can’t 
afford to lose hundreds of dollars each month on penalties.  If anyone has creative alternatives to 
group sites, please let me know.   

I look forwards to seeing my brothers over the Fall/Winter meetings.  

Your humble Road Captain,  
Mark Brayford 
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