
BRMC GUEST NEWS – September 2016 

Local Ride Activities 

In addition to the overall club activities each of the local geographies may have events during the month.  Check the 
main page of the website at www.borderriders.com for listings and additional details.   

 

EC Manning Recap 
 

The ride to and from EC Manning Provincial Park was long for some of 
us, but when we got there, it was well worth it.  The nearness to 
Lightening Lake was very appreciated for the swimming it provided after 
long rides in the heat. This run was blessed with plenty of sun and not 
one drop of rain. Having sun screen available on this run was a 
necessity!   

The camp site was very private, and provided hiking trails for those who 
wanted to enjoy the woods and views.  The camp was very close to the 
Manning Resort that provided a store, a restaurant, and a bar.  The 
location of the camp near the Resort was especially appreciated since 
the closest city, Hope, was a long ride away.  The restaurant at the 
resort provided a menu with a wide variety of tasty choices. The breakfast buffet was excellent. 

 

Given the park’s 
location in the middle 
of the southern BC 
Cascades, there were 
some good 
opportunities for 
riding in the 
mountains.  On 
Saturday, one group 
headed north hoping 
to make a wide circle 
through back roads to 

Princeton, then south back to camp on Highway 3.  Unfortunately, about half way to Princeton, the road became a 
gravel road and the group after long discussions decided to head back to 
camp.  Despite the disappointment, the ride provided a country road with little 
traffic that was perfect for motorcycle riding.  

A second group decided to head south from camp to the headwaters of Ross 
Lake which crosses the border with the U.S.  The riders enjoyed the mountain 
roads to their destination and at least one of them stayed on the road to 
Hozomeen Campground in Whatcom County, WA.  The only road to this 
campground is the road from Canada.  Riders on these runs saw some 
interesting wild life including at least one black bear. 

A third group rode back towards Hope to the Othello Tunnels located in the 
Coquihalla Canyon Provincial Park.  Originally part of the Kettle Valley 
Railway, five tunnels and a series of bridges follow a relatively straight line 



through the gorge which is lined with sheer, flat rock cliffs.  The group walked through three of the tunnels.  They 
were amazed at the engineering work that was needed to the build the railway through this narrow canyon in the 
early 1900s.  Somehow one of the riders did not understand that this ride would also involve a bit of a hike.  After 
returning to their bikes the group rode into hope for a fuel stop and then returned to camp.  Most of the group 
enjoyed a swim in the lake. 

Unfortunately for the campers on this run, just two days before we arrived, a fire ban was put into place.  That 
meant that we had to improvise when it came to lighting the fire pit.  Friday night we used a flash light, but on 
Saturday night one of the campers came up with some candles to put on the grill over the pit.  Nice try, but it just 
wasn’t the same as a campfire.  Next time, we promise to have our little gas-fired fire pit with us! 
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From the Handlebars of the President 

Greetings BRMC brothers, 

I don't know where the summer went, it seems like we were in Enterprise just last week.   

August began with the weekend ride to Yakima and a stay Dennis' sister's house with swimming, hot tubbing, and a 
barbecue.  There was also a day ride to the gorge and a stop at Maryhill Stonehenge.  Just for added adventure a 
couple bikes ran out of gas (a mile from the gas station.)  Overall there were three Border Riders members and five 
guest riders.  Camping in a living room is much easier on the back. If Dennis plans this again next year I encourage 
you to put it on your calendar as it is a real nice place to hang out and socialize. 

The weekend camping at Manning Park was a lot of fun, the weather finally got hot but the campground was cool 
and well shaded. 

My group went on the day ride to Otter lake that unfortunately ended with a dirt road and rather than eat dust for an 
hour we decided to go back the way we came.  I think we had lunch in Coalmont and because we were with Dale, it 
did have to include ice cream as well.  Most of the group headed back while Dale and Dennis pointed themselves 
toward another dirt road. 

We had our first in-person board meeting with Kerry as the new VP.  He had a lot of great input as well as a 
background in managing boards.  This should help greatly in moving the club forward into its future as well as 
helping to keep me focused on the things that need my attention.  Yup, still learnin.  

That's all for now folks and I hope to see all of you this month in Potholes …. and no the pothole is not between my 
ears...(well maybe sometimes it is, but don't expect to ride there) 

Ride safely, 
 
Dan Sweer, Pres. BRMC 

 
 
Birthday Men 
 
We only have two members with September Birthdays.  Take a moment to wish them a great day. 
Kevin Sauer (September 5); and Jeff Booth (September 28) 
 
 
Upcoming Schedule  
 
September 16-18  Potholes State Park in Othello WA 
October 15  Club Meeting – J. Dunn, Seattle 
November 19  Club Meeting – M. Chavor, Seattle 
December 10  Holiday Party – Chris and Richard, Burlington, WA 

January 21, 2016 Annual General Meeting, Seattle 
February 18  Awards Banquet, Seattle 

 
 
 

  



Road Captain Rumblings 

First, thank you to everyone who attended the run last month at Manning Park BC.  What a great campsite!  Though 
it is a little out of the way to get to it, the resort had great food and was really accommodating to groups.  The lake 
was awesome to get into after a hot day on the bike and the nights were cold enough to sleep well.  I was really 
surprised to have the flush toilets with sinks right there to use.  The only downside was the burn ban they initiated 
two days before we got there, but we had a great time staying up late and visiting with each other.  Camps like this 
make all my hard work well worth it. 

This month the run is at Potholes State Park just south of Moses Lake.  It’s about an hour east of Ellensburg, which 
is pretty much the center of Washington.  With this being the east side of the state, hopefully it will still be dry and 
warm enough to get in some good riding.  It’s been a wetter and cooler season so this will be a nice way to end 
camping for the year.  Randy Weisheit will be my Road Captain Buddy as he lives in Moses Lake so he will have a 
lot of good suggestions for us.   

I’m still working on next year’s runs.  While I have an idea of the schedule I would like to get, because of the 
different reservation systems it will take time to lock them down.  Right now, the only confirmed run is in July at 
Shuswap in BC.  I will report the others when I have them confirmed.  As always, I’m asking everyone to let me 
know if they have any suggestions for campsites.  I like to try new ones every year, but the inventory of suitable 
group sites is rather limited. 

As the run season starts to wind down, I must say that I had hoped to see more of our members take part in our 
main social activities.  The job of Road Captain is not easy as there are a lot of details and planning, not only for the 
current runs but for the next year as well.  I’m grateful to everyone who is complementary and encouraging.  I 
constantly worry that runs will be a disaster but they always end being a lot of fun and I immensely enjoy the time I 
get to spend with my brothers.   

So keep the rubber side down and have fun! 

Mark Brayford, Border Riders Road Captain 2016 
 

Camping at Potholes State Park 
September 16-18, 2016 
 
The Border Riders September run is located in Othello Washington at Potholes State Park.  This is the last camping 
run for the year.  Potholes State Park is a 640-acre camping park with 6,000-feet of freshwater shoreline on 
Potholes Reservoir also known as O'Sullivan Reservoir.  We will be right next to the creek for swimming. 
 
You can visit their website for more information about the site:  
http://parks.state.wa.us/568/Potholes 
 

We are camping at the Group Site 1 
(the only group site they have).  It is 
located in a grassy section and is 
well shaded.  Facilities include a 
covered picnic shelter and restroom 
facilities are nearby. There is a 
year-round creek adjacent to the 
group camp.  Though it will be hot 
(hopefully), the park is shaded.   
 
 
 

Registration is $35 for guests.  The fee for Canadians is adjusted for the exchange rate. 
 
Registration closes at 9 PM on TUESDAY August 13.  No refunds after close. 

Guests who do not have an account on the website may ask any member to register them. 

  



Bear Camping 

Associated press -   BAKER LAKE, Wash. — When state Fish and Wildlife agents recently found a black bear 
passed out on the lawn of Baker Lake Resort, there were some clues scattered nearby — dozens of empty cans of 
Rainier Beer.  The bear apparently got into campers’ coolers and used his claws and teeth to puncture the cans. 
And not just any cans.  “He drank the Rainier and wouldn’t drink the Busch beer,” said Lisa Broxson, bookkeeper at 
the campground and cabins resort east of Mount Baker. 
 
Fish and Wildlife enforcement Sgt. Bill Heinck said the bear did try one can of Busch, but ignored the rest. The 
beast then consumed about 36 cans of Rainier. 
 
A wildlife agent tried to chase the bear from the campground but the animal just climbed a tree to sleep it off for 
another four hours. Agents finally herded the bear away, but it returned the next morning.  Agents then used a 
large, humane trap to capture it for relocation, baiting the trap with the usual: doughnuts, honey and, in this case, 
two open cans of Rainier.  That did the trick. 
 
“This is a new one on me,” Heinck said. “I’ve known them to get into cans, but nothing like this. And it definitely had 
a preference.” 
 
 
Charity Ride 

While not a BRMC sponsored event this might be a fun activity for Sunday September 11.  The Wyatt Wilson Ride 
honors the memory of Wyatt, a child who stayed at the Ronald McDonald House for two years while fighting a rare 
form of cancer. After losing his son, Wyatt's father Dan decided to organize a yearly ride and he generously donates 
all of the proceeds from the ride to the House.   
 
This year the ride will start at Eastside Harley-Davidson in Bellevue on September 11th at 9 AM. The ride stretches 
for about 100 miles and ends with a lively barbecue in Mud Mountain Park. 
  
Tickets for the ride and barbecue are $30/rider.  You can purchase tickets at: http://www.rmhcseattle.org/wyatt 

Member Activities 

On the first weekend of August riders from Western Washington 
joined up for a ride to Yakima on Friday evening.  We traveled to a 
house owned by Dennis Hummel’s sister.  The was pizza available 
when people arrived, followed by frolicking between the hot tub and 
the swimming pool (no pictures allowed ) until 1 AM.   

Troy lives in Yakima and joined us for a late breakfast at Mel's 
Diner and then led us through farm country to Prosser for a 
break.  We then traveled down through Horse Heaven Hills to the 
Columbia Gorge and rode west to Goldendale with a stop at 

Maryhill 
Stonehenge to 
check out the 
monument.   

On the way back to Yakima we made a stop at the grocery store to 
pick up food for dinner and breakfast.  People were able to cool off 
in the pool, enjoy the evening BBQ, and then more lounging.  With 
all the riding of the day it was not as late as the night before.    

Sunday morning began with a leisurely breakfast in the pool yard 
and people split into various groups for the ride back to Western 
Washington.  While it was great warm riding throughout the 
weekend everyone got a little wet on the west side of the 
mountains on their ride home.  Ah, the weather of the Pacific 

Northwest. 

  



 

 

 

Portland area riders took advantage of nice weather on August 7th to do a loop up to the east side of Mount Saint 
Helen’s Windy Ridge lookout.  They met in Troutdale for breakfast, headed east to Carson for a gas stop and then 
looped up Forest road 25 to FR 99 and out to Windy Ridge to eat lunch.  South on FR 25 took them to Cougar for a 
gas stop and the onward to Portland.  There was one minor fall with a few scrapes, but no damage. 

 

Send Us Your Photos 

The website has a place for our registered members and guests to easily upload photos you might take on day rides or 
trips.  You can also easily upload photos directly from your smartphone.  If you have a large number of photos or videos 
let us know and we can provide an easier process.  You can also send photos to news@borderriders.com  

 

Contributions 

Trip plans, day rides, other member news?  When you get out riding send some 
photos and tell us about what you did.  We would love to add it to the newsletter. 

 


